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sympathetically and wrote their names in a little sub-
scription book he carried. Gradually the list lengthened
until he had more than three thousand dollars pledged.
With this as a nest egg he returned to Saranac Lake
and set to work to build the first sanitarium in America,

In the same year occurred a second event of even
greater significance for Trudeau and his work. It was
the publication in Germany of Dr. Koch's epoch-making
paper on "The Etiology of Tuberculosis/' with its care-
fully described experiments that led to the striking but
inescapable conclusion that the disease was caused by a
germ, the "tubercle bacillus." Trudeau had already
interested himself in Pasteur's theory that all infectious
diseases came from living germs and in the application
of Pasteur's principles by the great surgeon Lister.
But here was the record of three years of painstaking
study of tuberculosis itself, including the isolation of
the germ and its growth in cultures outside the body.
At last the cause of the disease was known! Its revela-
tion by Koch blasted all the accepted theories as to its
being non-contagious, incurable, inherited, and "due to
inherited constitutional peculiarities, perverted humors/'
and what-not. Trudeau pronounced Koch's paper "one
of the most important medical papers ever written." It
fired his imagination as nothing else had ever done.

Burning with eagerness, he resolved upon a course
which determined his life from this time on. He would
first duplicate Koch's experiments and check every step
by which the great German scientist arrived at his con-
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